
GUIDE FOR VAN DRIVERS 

VAN SPEED LIMITS



HOW FAST SHOULD 
YOUR VANS GO?
A surprising amount of confusion surrounds van 
speed limits. This guide is designed to provide you 
with the key facts you need to know when driving.

Are van speed limits lower 
than cars?
Vans classified as car-derived vans are 
subject to the same speed limits as cars. 
However, there are only a relatively 
small number of these in modern fleets. 
They must have a maximum laden 
weight not exceeding 2 tonnes.

For all goods vehicles and vans from 2.0-
7.5 tonnes – meaning the vast majority 
of goods vehicles you operate – speed 
limits on single carriageways and dual 
carriageways are lower than for cars.

Why are speed limits for these 
vehicles lower?
Because they are heavier than cars 
and take a longer time and distance to 
decelerate from identical speeds.

What are the speed limits for 
these goods vehicles?
In built-up areas the speed limit is 
30mph and on a motorway it is 70mph. 
Both of these are identical to cars.

On single carriageways the limit is 
50mph whilst on a dual carriageway it is 
60mph. Both of these are 10mph lower 
than a car.

However, if you are towing a trailer or 
caravan, or your vehicle is articulated, 
the maximum speed on motorways falls 
to 60mph. For car-derived vans that 
are towing, the speed limit also falls by 
10mph on single and dual carriageways.

But speed limiters confuse the picture.
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Type of vehicle mph mph mph mph

Car 30 60 70 70

Car-derived van 30 60 70 70

Goods vehicle  
2.0–3.5 tonnes 30 50 60 70

Speed limited  
goods vehicle from 
3.5–7.5 tonnes

30 50 56 56

Vehicle towing a 
trailer or caravan 30 50 60 60

What is the law surrounding speed limiters?
Speed limiters are responsible for many of the misunderstandings 
surrounding van speed limits. In theory, all 2.0-7.5 tonne vehicles 
are subject to the same speed limits. However, EU law (Directive 
2002/85/EC) states that all goods vehicles over 3.5 tonnes should 
be fitted with a 56mph (90 km/h) speed limiter. This effectively 
means that all goods vehicles from 3.5-7.5 tonnes have a maximum 
56mph (90 km/h) speed limit.

For further information visit 
www.gov.uk/speed-limits
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